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October  22  is  World  Order 
Sunday  in  churches  across  the 
United  States.  Can  this  occasion 
be  used  to  discuss  what  your 
Meeting  or  community  can  do  to 
reverse  the  arms  race? 
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CAN  GOOD  NEWS  COME  FROM  WASHINGTON? 


The  columns  of  FCNL's  Newsletter  are 
regularly  filled  with  news  of  Congres¬ 
sional  and  Presidential  shortcomings  and 
citizen  frustration.  This  is  probably  in¬ 
evitable.  FCNL’s  goals  of  non-violence, 
justice,  and  equality  are  so  far-reaching, 
indeed  revolutionary,  that  no  public 
policies  can  fully  satisfy  our  hopes. 
During  this  Congress,  even  forward  mo¬ 
tion  toward  these  goals  has  been  hard  to 
identify. 

But  we  are  also  aware  that  hope  is  one 
of  three  qualities  which  Paul  named  in  his 
letter  to  the  Corinthians,  along  with  faith 

ENDING  THE  ARMS  RACE 

Nations  of  the  world  now  spend  $400 
billion  on  arms.  U.S.  military  spending 
continues  to  increase.  Arms  transfers  to 
the  developing  world  and  to  flashpoints 
like  the  Mideast  are  risin§/fhe  danger  of 
a  nuclear  accident  or  war  grows. 

But  we  can  identify  certain  hopeful 
signs: 

Religious  Groups.  There  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  interest  and  knowledgeability  among 
religious  groups  on  peace  issues.  Evangel¬ 
ical  Christians  have  an  expanding  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  social  dimensions  of  the 
Gospel.  The  world  food  shortages  in  the 
mid-70’s  stimulated  actions  which  are 
now  broadening  to  encompass  complex 
peace  and  justice  issues.  Sojourners  and 
The  Other  Side  publications  help  provide 
leadership. 


and  love,  as  abiding  virtues.  Hope  sus¬ 
tains.  It  promises  change  and  improve¬ 
ment.  It  can  rejuvenate  the  despairing 
and  give  courage  to  the  weary — in  public 
affairs  as  well  as  in  our  personal  lives. 

So  this  is  a  Newsletter  of  hope,  a 
Newsletter  to  remind  you  that  there  is 
some  good  news  in  the  political  realm. 

But  we  add  that  much  hard  work  lies 
behind  the  hopeful  signs  reported  here. 
Even  more  effort  will  required  of  all  of 
us  if  there  is  to  be  real  progress  toward  a 
world  of  peace  and  justice. 

Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Jewish  rep¬ 
resentatives  in  Washington  cooperate 
through  a  division  of  labor  which  mini¬ 
mizes  duplication  of  effort.  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Interreligious  Staff  Council  (WISC) 
and  the  IMPACT  mailing  network  collect 
and  disseminate  information. 

The  22,000  delegates  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  June  adopted 
unprecedented  statements  in  support  of 
arms  control  and  human  rights. 

The  constantly  growing  role  of  Catho¬ 
lics  through  nuns’  groups  like  NETWORK, 
priests’  action  groups,  and  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  and  related  official 
groups  is  a  new,  constructive  element  on 
the  Washington  scene.  There  is  clear 
recognition  among  Catholic  and  other 
theologians  that  a  nuclear  war  cannot  be 
a  "just  war.’’  There  is  exploration  of 


whether  a  policy  based  on  nuclear  de¬ 
terrence  is  morally  justifiable. 

The  creation  in  Washington  in  1977  of 
the  Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy,  headed  by  Alan  Geyer,  is 
helping  provide  a  solid  underpinning  for 
religious  social  action. 

A  year-long  study  program  among  the 
historic  peace  churches  (Friends,  Breth¬ 
ren,  Mennonites)  culminated  in  an  Oct¬ 
ober  conference  on  the  New  Call  to 
Peacemaking  in  Wisconsin. 

Coalitions.  Coalitions  have  demon¬ 
strated  that  church,  peace,  civic,  women’s, 
labor,  and  other  groups  can  work  to¬ 
gether  in  Washington  for  common  goals. 
FCNL  shares  in  these  efforts,  often  in 
leadership  roles,  in  such  groups  as  Co¬ 
alition  for  a  New  Foreign  and  Military 
Policy  and  its  subsidiary  working  groups 
on  Disarmament,  FHuman  Rights,  and 
Priorities,  the  Council  of  Washington 
Representatives  on  the  UN,  the  Inter¬ 
religious  Taskforce  on  U.S.  Food  Policy, 
the  Campaign  to  Stop  Government  Spy¬ 
ing,  the  Consumer  Education  Council  on 
World  Trade,  and  Interchange  (which 
provides  information  on  radical  right 
groups). 

Two  new  groups  are  also  forming: 
Americans  for  SALT,  which  will  work  for 
Senate  approval  of  the  expected  SALT  II 

(Continued  on  p.  4) 


^Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish^ 


Small  expectations  and  narrow  views  keep  humankind  on  the 
road  to  physical  and  moral  destruction.  Present  leaders  frame 
their  policies  within  the  current,  bankrupt  nation-state  system 
which  bases  "peace”  on  a  balance  of  nuclear  terror.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  political  visions  of  a  disarmed  world  under  law 
set  forth  by  Grenville  Clark  and  Louis  Sohn  and  of  a 
decentralized  economic  democracy  in  E.  F.  Schumacher’s  Small 
Is  Beautiful. 

During  the  UN  Special  Session  on  Disarmament,  Ciaran 
McKeown  from  the  Irish  peace  movement  spoke  for  the 
International  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  He  hopes  that 
disarmament  initiatives  by  world  leaders  will  combine  with  the 


peace  movement’s  creation  of  non-violent  communities  to 
create  a  "chain  reaction  of  disarmament”  resulting  in  "a  great 
explosion  of  reconciliation  within  the  human  family.”  The 
consequences  would  be  "almost  too  happy  and  creative  to 
think  about  from  our  present  desperate  perspective... .That 
really  would  be  the  day  when  their  swords  would  be  beaten 
into  plowshares,  and  nation  would  no  longer  rise  against 
nation. ...In  that  day  children  will  be  welcomed  into  this  world, 
and  with  their  mother’s  milk  they  will  learn  to  feel  at  home  on 
this  planet  and  no  longer  alien  and  hostile.  In  that  day,  too,  we 
will  share  a  calm  acceptance  of  our  mortality  and  of  our 
common  vulnerability,  and  we  will  support  each  other  in  living 
out  our  short  lives  creatively,  happily,  justly.” 
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CONGRESS  AND  CHANCE 

In  1978,  Congress  showed  some  sensi¬ 
tivity  to  the  demands  of  changing  times — 
to  the  need  to  base  decisions  on  more 
than  fragmentary  evidence: 

Trade 

....Although  protectionist  sentiment  is 
strong  on  various  items,  including  meat 
and  sugar.  Congress  didn’t  act  on  AFL- 
CIO  Pres.  George  Meany's  call  for  a 
STRICT  IMPORTS-CONTROL  POLICY  that 
would  “do  unto  others  as  they  do  unto  us, 
barrier  for  barrier,  closed  door  for  closed 
door.” 

....The  House  also  took  some  initial  steps 
toward  eliminating  inequities  in  the  trade 
adjustment  assistance  program  for  workers 
and  firms  adversely  affected  by  com¬ 
petition  from  imports. 

Immigration 

....Congressional  leadership  agreed  with 
nongovernmental  witnesses  that  mem¬ 
bers  didn't  have  adequate  information  to 
endorse  the  proposed  ALIEN  ADJUST — 
MENT  AND  EMPLOYMENT  ACT.  This 


UNSSOD  Hopeful 
Developments 

The  UN  Special  Session  on  Disarma¬ 
ment  (SSOD)  has  produced  a  disarma¬ 
ment  platform,  the  first  in  history:  The 
Declaration  and  Plan  of  Action  approved 
by  consensus  on  June  30.  The  decision  to 
hold  another  disarmament  session  in  1981 
will  keep  this  platform  on  the  agenda  of 
every  UN  member  state. 

The  SSOD  has  also  created  stronger 
international  machinery  for  disarma¬ 
ment:  a  negotiating  forum,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Disarmament,  in  which  France 
and  possibly  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  will  participate;  a  disarmament 
advisory  group  to  assist  the  UN  Secretary 
General;  a  stronger  UN  disarmament 
secretariat;  and  a  study  group  on 
conversion  of  resources  from  military  to 
civilian  uses. 

In  an  unprecedented  and  hopeful 
move,  the  SSOD  set  aside  two  days 
for  presentations  by  non-governmental 
groups  and  research  institutes. 


administration  bill  was  intended  to  slow 
the  flow  of  illegal  workers  into  the  United 
States.  The  proposals  were  recognized  as 
inadequate  responses  to  a  complex  prob¬ 
lem  involving  human  dignity,  jobs,  and 
inter-government  relationships. 

Environment 

....Congress  approved  establishment  of 
a  NATIONAL  CLIMATE  PROGRAM  to 
enable  the  nation  to  understand  and 
respond  to  natural  and  humanly  induced 
climatic  changes. 

....The  Senate  called  upon  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  work  toward  an  international 
treaty  requiring  nations  to  prepare  IN — 
TERNATIONAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  IM¬ 
PACT  statements  on  any  of  their  projects 
or  activities  which  might  adversely  affect 
the  international  community. 

Energy 

While  Congress  still  refuses  to  come  to 
grips  with  overall  U.S.  energy  problems 
and  responsibilities,  there  is  some  good 
news  in  energy  issues: 

....Congress  has  called  upon  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  encourage  convening  of  a 
UN  WORLD  ALTERNATE  ENERGY  CON¬ 
FERENCE  in  1981  to  consider  the  uses  of 
solar,  wind,  biomass,  and  alcohol  fuels  to 
meet  energy  needs.  A  possible  outcome 
of  such  a  conference  would  be  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  UN  commission  to  promote  use 
of  renewable  energy. 

....The  House  expects  to  install  some 
solar  units  in  at  least  one  of  the  House 
office  buildings  in  1979. 


Words,  Words,  Words 

There  is  more  rhetoric  than  per-- 
formance  in  Washington.  Should  we 
count  as  a  plus  or  a  minus  the 
rhetorical  flourishes  which  proclaim 
the  goal,  for  example,  of  “zero  nuclear 
weapons,”  while  nuclear  weapons 
production  increases,  or  which  extol 
human  rights,  while  arms  are  sent  to 
dictators? 

In  general,  we  count  the  rhetoric  of 
the  idealists  as  good.  It  sets  goals.  It 
raises  hopes.  It  creates  a  standard 
against  which  hypocritical  conduct 
can  be  judged.  It  is  often  a  necessary 
educational  precursor  to  consistent 
action.  We  are  grateful  for  rhetoric 
calling  for  a  more  humane,  peaceful, 
just  world.  But  we  wish  it  weren't 
drowned  out  so  often  by  contradictory 
acts  which  speak  louder  than  words. 


"NO”  TO  NUCLEAR  PLANTS 

A  virtual  moratorium  on  nuclear  plant 
construction  may  occur,  not  as  a  result  of 
major  policy  decision  (as  FCNL  recom¬ 
mended  in  jan.  1976),  but  because  of 
the  nuclear  waste  crisis. 

Existing  military  and  civilian  nuclear 
plants  have  almost  exhausted  the  existing 
“temporary”  waste  storage  facilities. 
Some  may  have  to  close  down. 

In  addition,  11  states  have  already 
banned  acceptance  of  nuclear-waste 
depositories  and  15  more  are  considering 
bans.  Many  communities  are  banning 
transportation  of  nuclear  waste.  Now 
New  York  and  California  are  enforcing  a 
moratorium  on  plant  construction  pend¬ 
ing  better  answers  to  the  waste  problem. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Congress  has  refused  to  extend  human 
rights  provisions  to  the  U.S.  Export- 
Import  Bank  and  is  balking  at  applying 
them  to  the  International  Monetary  Fund. 
The  Genocide  Convention  still  has  not 
received  Senate  approval,  and  the  Human 
Rights  Covenants  languish  in  Committee. 
The  U.S.  still  sends  substantial  military  aid 
to  repressive  governments. 

But  we  can  identify  certain  hopeful 
signs: 

Pres.  Carter,  Patricia  Derian,  Assistant 
Secy,  of  State  for  Human  Rights  and 
Humanitarian  Affairs,  and  her  staff  con¬ 
tinue  to  emphasize  human  rights.  The 
State  Dept.'s  human  rights  reports  (a 
Congressional  requirement),  while  in¬ 
adequate  in  some  degree,  have  high¬ 
lighted  this  issue.  The  Carter  Admini¬ 
stration,  in  implementing  the  Harkin 
amendment  on  international  financial 
institutions,  has  voted  “no”  on  11  loans 
and  abstained  on  21  loans  to  human 
rights  violators  which  could  not  be 
justified  as  serving  basic  human  needs. 

Religious  and  other  organizations  are 
now  mobilizing  a  major  campaign  in 
support  of  Senate  approval  of  the  UN 
Human  Rights  Covenants.  These  Coven¬ 
ants  stress  economic  and  social  rights  in 
addition  to  civil  and  political  rights — a 
significant  new  dimension  to  the  tra¬ 
ditional  concept  of  human  rights. 

Human  Rights  Day  (Dec.  10)  and  Week 
(Dec.  10-17)  will  mark  the  30th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  signing  of  the  UN  Dec¬ 
laration  of  Human  Rights  and  will  be  the 
occasion  for  much  public  activity. 

Senate  and  House  approval  of  a  bill  to 
require  judicial  authorization  of  most 
government  wiretaps  is  a  significant  step 
forward  in  protecting  citizens'  privacy. 
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THE  BRIGHT  SIDE  OF  DEVELOPMENT 


plans  to  ship  10,000  tons  of  food  to  Laos. 
On  Sept.  25  the  Senate  approved  a 
Kennedy-Dole  amendment  to  give  $1.5 
million  to  the  UN  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  to  help  Cambodian  refugees  in 
Vietnam.  It  voted  the  same  day  to  delete 
House  language  prohibiting  U.S.  aid  to 
Vietnam. 


Despite  alarm  over  the  widespread  tax 
"revolt,”  Congress  passed  the  FY79 
foreign  aid  bill  in  surprisingly  good  shape. 

Although  appropriations  for  the  Inter¬ 
national  Development  Association  (IDA) 
and  the  Inter-American  Development 
Bank  (IDB)  were  below  the  President's 
request,  both  the  House  and  Senate 
voted  considerably  more  money  this  year 
than  last  for  multilateral  programs.  IDA  is 
heavily  engaged  in  rural  development  in 
countries  with  a  per  capita  income  below 
$265.  IDB  programs  in  1977  worked  to 
increase  food  production  and  bring 
services  to  Latin  America’s  rural  areas. 

The  full  Administration  request  for  the 
African  Development  Fund  and  nearly 
the  full  request  for  the  Asian  Devel¬ 
opment  Fund  were  approved  by  both  the 
House  and  Senate. 

Both  houses  voted  increases  over  FY78 
funding  for  the  United  Nations  Devel¬ 
opment  Program  to  provide  professional 
assistance  in  helping  the  Third  World 
improve  development  planning. 

The  full  $52  million  requested  for  the 
UN  Relief  and  Works  Agency  for 
Palestine  Refugees,  which  provides  relief. 


World  population  is  4.1  billion  and 
growing;  nearly  800  million  are  des¬ 
perately  poor  and  hungry.  Although  the 
proportion  so  classified  is  decreasing 
slightly,  their  absolute  number  is  still 
increasing.  Yet  there  are  some  signs  of 
hope. 

After  three  years  of  good  harvests, 
world  carryover  grain  stocks  have  re¬ 
covered  to  14%  of  annual  usage,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  1971-72  stocks.  Until  distribution 
patterns  are  improved,  these  stocks  might 
be  judged  adequate. 

The  market-oriented  grain  reserve  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  1977  food  and  farm  bill 
has  surpassed  the  target  of  350  million 
bushels  of  wheat;  the  feedgrain  com¬ 
ponent  is  building  daily  and  the  target 
(670  million  bushels)  will  almost  certainly 
be  reached  this  year.  Congress  seems  on 
the  verge  of  establishing  a  parallel  in¬ 
ternational  emergency  wheat  reserve. 

Rural  Development.  Next  in  the 
series  of  UN  world  conferences  (Popula¬ 
tion,  1974;  Food,  1974;  Women,  1975, 
etc.)  will  be  the  World  Conference  on 


health,  education,  and  training  services  to 
Palestinian  refugees  of  Arab-lsraeli  con¬ 
flicts,  was  also  approved. 

Appropriations  for  the  functional  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  U.S.  Agency  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Development  (AID)  are  below  the 
Administration’s  request,  but  consid¬ 
erably  above  FY78  levels.  Congress  en¬ 
courages  AID  to  include  health  and 
nutrition  planning  at  the  community  level 
in  its  food  and  population  programs,  and 
to  incorporate  the  "basic  and  relevant  life 
skills”  of  the  particular  community  in  its 
educational  programs. 

The  AID  program  for  Women  in 
Development  received  increased  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  International  Development 
Assistance  Act  of  1978.  AID  Director  john 
Gilligan  has  acknowledged  that  women 
frequently  are  more  crucial  to  Third 
World  economic  and  social  development 
than  are  men:  particularly  as  men  migrate 
to  cities,  women  assume  the  dominant 
roles  in  agricultural  labor,  health  care, 
determination  of  family  size,  and  raising 
of  children. 

Indochina 

On  May  31  Pres.  Carter  announced 


Agrarian  Reform  and  Rural  Development 
in  Rome  during  July  1979.  The  calling  of 
this  conference  reflects  a  recognition  that 
the  majority  of  the  world’s  poor  are  rural 
and  that  the  technical  and  human  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  struggle  against  poverty 
must  be  considered  as  a  whole. 

lYC.  1979  has  been  designated  Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  the  Child.  Instead  of 
another  world  conference,  UNESCO  is 
stressing  evaluation  and  strengthening  of 
local  and  national  child-focused  pro¬ 
grams  and  international  child-related 
assistance  efforts. 

Population.  The  House  Select  Cmte. 
on  Population  has  completed  its  initial 
series  of  oversight  hearings.  The  list  of 
hearing  topics  reflects  a  broadened  un¬ 
derstanding  of  population  problems: 

1.  domestic  fertility  and  contraception; 

2.  immigration  and  migration; 

3.  international  population  and  devel¬ 
opment  assistance; 

4.  changing  structure  of  U.S.  population. 

Hearing  transcripts  may  be  requested 
from  your  Representative. 


IFAD 


In  1974  the  UN  World  Food  Conference 
in  Rome  established  the  International 
Fund  for  Agricultural  Development  (IFAD). 
This  agency  was  designed  to  grant  low- 
interest  loans  to  poor  developing  coun¬ 
tries.  The  loans  will  help  farmers  and 
villagers  raise  the  level  and  quality  of  food 
output. 

By  Dec.  1977,  IFAD  had  received  $1 
billion,  mostly  from  industrial  nations  and 
the  oil-rich  OPEC  countries.  IFAD  is  one 
of  the  largest  recipients  of  OPEC  grants.  It 
is  the  first  time  that  an  international 
financial  institution  of  this  scope  has  been 
established  on  the  joint  initiative  of 
developing  and  developed  countries. 

The  first  loan,  approved  in  May,  goes  to 
Tanzanian  farmers  to  raise  production  of 
basic  food  crops,  poultry,  and  cattle.  IFAD 
will  administer  this  and  most  of  its  loans 
by  contracting  with  the  World  Bank  and 
other  related  agencies. 

ACTION  Is  Revived 

The  Carter  Administration  is  seeking  to 
revitalize  the  domestic  programs  of 
ACTION,  a  federal  agency  of  volunteers 
at  home  (including  VISTA)  and  abroad 
(Peace  Corps).  The  1977  VISTA  proposal 
by  the  past  Administration  would  have 
phased  out  that  program.  H.R.  11922,  the 
Domestic  Volunteer  Service  Act  Amend¬ 
ment  of  1978,  would  reauthorize  VISTA 
through  1981  and  increase  its  budget  by 
41%  to  $37.6  million.  In  addition,  the 
Administration  proposes  a  new  $40 
million  Urban  Volunteer  Program. 

action’s  new  VISTA  and  urban 
policies  emphasize  volunteerism  through 
neighborhood  organizations  and  co¬ 
operative  self-help  projects.  For  instance, 
a  Neighborhood  Volunteer  Fund  would 
grant  loans  of  $5-7,000  to  such  grass-roots 
projects  as  food  cooperatives,  mobile 
markets  and  other  services  for  the  elderly, 
and  tool-lending  libraries. 


FOOD,  HUNGER,  POPULATION 
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Arms  Race 

(continued  from  p.  7) 

Treaty,  and  Campaign  for  Peace,  which 
will  provide  greater  impact  of  the  peace 
message  in  the  mass  media. 

We're  glad  for  knowledgeable  informa¬ 
tion  sources  and  new  peace  education 
tools.  Write  for  “Peace  Tools”  (G-33). 

Government.  Regarding  govern¬ 
ment  actions,  we  identify  these  hopeful 
signs: 

The  membership  of  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  for  Peace  through  Law  is  growing.  It 
is  currently  32  Senators  and  142  Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

President  Carter  has  made  certain  de¬ 
cisions  which  were  highly  unpopular  in 
many  parts  of  the  military  bureaucracy 
and  national  security  circles,  including 
ending  B-1  production,  deferring  action 
on  the  neutron  bomb,  and  slowing  M-X 
missile  preparations. 

The  Senate  overwhelmingly  defeated 
16-71  an  amendment  by  Sen.  Morgan  NC 
to  reactivate  military  draft  registration. 
The  House  cut  Selective  Service  funds 
26%  below  Carter's  request. 

There  is  growing  awareness  that,  in  the 
battle  to  control  inflation,  attention  must 
be  focused  on  escalating  military  costs. 
This  has  been  acknowledged  in  a  Wall  St. 
Journal  article  and  by  widely  circulated 
columnist  Clayton  Fritchey. 

There  is  growing  interest  in  the  eco¬ 
nomics  of  converting  from  military  to 
peacetime  spending:  Pres.  Carter's  new 
Executive  Order  may  permit  federal 
funding  of  advance  studies  on  the  impact 
of  base  closings  on  affected  communities. 


Legislators  like  Sen.  Alan  Cranston  CA 
and  Rep.  Christopher  Dodd  CT  (from 
states  with  high  defense  employment)  are 
seeking  specific  ways  to  protect  workers, 
communities,  and  businesses  when  mili¬ 
tary  funds  are  cut. 

A  new  pamphlet  on  this  issue.  More 
Jobs,  is  now  available;  it  is  sponsored  by 
the  Coalition  for  a  New  Foreign  and 
Military  Policy  and  three  labor  unions. 

The  U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarma¬ 
ment  Agency  (ACDA)  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Paul  Warnke  is  providing  a 
significant  new  element  in  the  internal 
Administration  dialogue  on  weapons  de¬ 
velopment  and  arms  control,  especial¬ 
ly  through  the  device  of  arms  control 
impact  statements. 


Local  Action 

Progress  in  Washington  depends  on 
local  attitudes  and  actions. 

The  Atlanta  Friends  Legislative  Com¬ 
mittee  obtained  the  signatures  of  the 
Mayor,  six  City  Council  members,  and 
other  prominent  citizens  on  a  letter  to 
President  Carter  appealing  for  prog¬ 
ress  in  disarmament.  Many  citizens 
responded  to  appeals  by  FCNL  and 
others  to  write  or  visit  key  Senators  to 
secure  passage  of  the  Panama  Canal 
treaties.  Various  groups  have  urged 
city  councils  and  local  organizations  to 
endorse  the  "transfer  amendment,” 
which  would  take  funds  from  the 
military  for  urgently  needed  domestic 
programs. 

How  much  additional  Newsletter 
space  would  we  need  to  tell  what's 
going  on  in  your  Meeting  or  com¬ 
munity? 
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INDIAN  UNITY 

The  new  day  for  Indians  has  not  yet 
dawned.  Yet  many  of  us  recently  wit¬ 
nessed  what  was  perhaps  the  greatest 
display  of  I  ndian  unity  in  this  century.  The 
Longest  Walk  was  a  spiritual  walk  which 
brought  together  thousands  of  Indians 
from  over  100  tribes,  in  the  trek  from  San 
Francisco  to  Washington,  DC. 

Response  to  the  walk  was  encouraging: 
Governors  and  city  officials  across  the 
country  welcomed  the  Walkers  to  their 
communities.  Prominent  members  of  the 
black  community  greeted  them  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  Many  people  were  introduced  to 
the  traditional  Indian  spiritual  ways. 
Media  coverage  was  fairly  good. 

Physical  and  financial  support  for  the 
Walk  has  come  primarily  from  the 
religious  community,  notably  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  One  promi¬ 
nent  Methodist  leader  and  his  wife 
donated  money  saved  for  remodeling 
their  kitchen  to  help  enable  the  Walkers 
to  return  home. 

None  of  the  backlash  bills  which 
triggered  the  Walk  has  received  serious 
attention  in  Congress. 


WHAT’S  NEXT? 

FCNL's  Annual  Meeting,  Nov.  30- 
Dec  3,  in  Washington,  DC,  will  take  a 
look  at  the  future  of  the  world,  the 
nation,  the  local  community.  Pri¬ 
orities  will  be  set  for  FCNL's  activity  in 
the  coming  Congressional  session. 
Write  to  FCNL  now  for  registration 
details. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  ap- 

Eointed  by  24  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and 
y  11  other  Friends’  organizations  in  the 
United  States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy,  pre¬ 
pared  and  approved  by  the  Committee. 
Seekii^  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit, 
the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Con¬ 
tributors  to  this  issue  include:  Edward 
Snyder,  Frances  Neely,  Don  Reeves,  Jan 
Harmon,  William  Marsden,  Christina  Miller, 
Elizabeth  Schutt,  Sharon  Martin.  245 
Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washington,  DC  20002. 
Subscription  price  $10  per  year.  Publish¬ 
ed  monthly  except  August. 
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